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This book contains the most up-to-date information on big data analytics
and audits based on selected readings. Big data, as we all know, is a high-
volume, high-velocity, and high-variety information asset that necessitates
cost-effective, innovative data processing methods for improved insight
and decision-making (Gartner Glossary, 2013). Since big data is already
being exploited by many business sectors in many countries, the revolution
of big data and data analytics in the business world plays an important
role in the establishment of competitive companies.

Without a doubt, big data has been increasingly important to many
industries and governments in recent years, and it is widely seen as the
next frontier for innovation, competition, and productivity. In the auditing
field, like in other professions, both practitioners and academics have
emphasised the use of analytics (BDO, 2021; Dagiliené & Kloviené, 2019;
Cao et al., 2015, Wang & Cuthbertson, 2015; PWC, 2012). Auditors are
required to give better insights and value to the business through the use
of big data analytics as part of the audit. Thus, auditors must have the data
analytics skills and expertise necessary to investigate the value of data in
order to provide higher-quality audit evidence and more relevant business
insights, as well as to improve an organization’s control activities, fraud
prevention, and detection.

The selected readings in this small but significant book are much needed
and will greatly assist auditors and other readers in improving their
awareness of topics linked to big data analytics and the auditing profession.
I sincerely hope that academicians would provide more relevant readings
like those presented in this book in the near future to promote the auditing
profession’s relevance in the growth of contemporary technology.
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